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AR^NPMENT&TO THE CLAIMS : ' 

Please cancel claims 3, 7, 1 8 and 19 without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter 
contained therein. 

Please add claims 21-26 as indicated below. 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8-17 and 20 as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A method of processing source image data for 
r^ ^^n> ginqtrimring mi output rimHnn in pmvidnig an image having a plurality of pixels, eaefe 
pixel forming a data set, the data set for each pixel having a predetermined number of data bite; 
the method comprising the step s of : 

associatm g oouplin g image information wittrt e each pixe l of the image, the image 
information for each pixel including two a t least one additional imqg^inf pnnarion d ata bits 
coupled to the data set of the pixci the additional data bit having two state s a first bit of the 
image-information bits indicating whether color processing or monochrome processing should be 
performed for rendering the pixel and a second bit of the image-information data bits indicating a 
typ e pf halftone pyQce?gjng that ghpy ld be pgrfQTOpd fgx rendering tfrs p&ftt;,^afl 

assessing the image information for each pixel; and 

rendering each pixe lo nc or more pixels of the image based o n aeeording to the first 
and second image— information bits that are associated wit hc ouplcd to each pixeL 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1* wherein i n which the step of the type 
of halftone processing includes one of color image halftone processing, text/edge halftone 
pTQQgssiqg, monochrome fralflsms processing and wfrifcrendcring the one or more pixels of tho 
image further include s using a p r edete r m i ned first rendering option to print the one errao F o 
pixels when tho image information bit is in a first state * 

3. (canceled). 
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4. (currently amended) The method ofclami -1 ^ wherem in which the source image 
data is derived from a graphics device interface (GDI) in a computer, and 

tho stops of w herein assotiatin g coupling the i mage information is perfotraedfe eiag 

carried out on anthe output of the GDI. 

5* (currently amended) The method of claim 1 A wherein i n which the st e p of 
rendering each pixel of the image based o n one or moro pixels according to the images 
informatio n bits is performed b v carricd out in a print driver. 

6. (currently amended) A method of processing source image data for rendering 
source image data fo rin structin g an output device in providing an imago having a plurality of 
pix e ls, each pix e l forming a data set, tho data set for each pixel having a picdctc ji mincd num ber 
of data bits , the method comprising the steps of : 



of - th e pix e l, a first bit of the im a ge-information bits indicating whether color processing or 
monochrome processing should be performed for rendering the pixel and a second bit of the 
image-informa^ioi^ data bits indicating a type of halftone processing that should be performed for 
rendering ifae pixel ; and 



process that is based on the first and second dete gminod by tho image-information bits associated 
wit h coupled to each pixel. 

7* (canceled) 





-9- 
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- - 8. (currently amended) The method of claim-7.,- whereini n which th e-tvpe-of halftone 
process includes one o f halftoning prooogp in the rendering stop selcotod from the following: 
error diffusion and matrix thresholding. 

9* (currently amended) The method of claim 6. wherei n in which the type of halftone 
processing includes one of color image halftone processing, text/edge halftone processing, 
monochrome h alfton e processing and whit e at l e ast two additional data bits of tho imag e 
information, when as s essed, causes each pixel to bo rendered using on imago rendering process 
selected from the following: monochrome pixel halftonings text and edge pixel halftoningr eeter 
imago pixel halftoning, and white. 

1 0. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 a wherein i n which the 3tcp of 
rendering each pixe lt hc pixels of the source image using an image rendering process further 

selecting a first halfton eh alftoning process when the image-informatio n bits area 

in a first state, 

selecting a second halftonehalftoning process when the image^information bitsb it 
gjgts in a second state, 

selecting a third halfton eh alftoning process when the image-informatio n bits ara 
in a third state; and 

selecting a fourth halftone h alftoning process when the image-informatio n bits 
area in a fourth state. 

11. (currently amended) An image-rendering system for renderin g tnstructhxg a 
printer - in providing an image having a plurality of pixe fo, tho image data - for - eaoh pixol boing-a 
pixel data set having apredctcrro d baod - aumbor of data bits, - tho source image data for the image 
including a plurolity - of pix e l - data rse ts , the image rendering system comprising: 

a-tte ta storage dovioo fbrtemporarily storing the pixel data sets of tho ima ge? 
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a^.in^g^in^rm^f ?n associato ra ssooiatinp: software operativ e !? oouptod to tho da te 

storage device for associating at least two one or more image^infonnation bits with each pixel 
data set in the data storage devic e , a first bit of the image-information bits indicating whether 
color processing or monochrome processing should be performed for rendering the pixel and a 
second bit of the image-information data bits indicating a type of halftone processing that should 
be performed for rendering the pixel ; and 

aprinl processing devicemeans responsive to the pixel data sets and the image- 
information bits associated with each pixe l data set b^fef rendering each pixel t bo pixels based on 
the first and second image - infonnafion bits associated with the nixelof ffac image using aa image 
rend e ring proc e sp -se l e et e d4>y^o - imago information aosooiatod with oooh pixol data cot 

1 2. (currently amended) The image-rendering system of claim 1 1 A whereinin which 
the iuiage-infonnation assodato r said associating software for associating the image informatio n 
bite distinguishes between pixels - of the following type ! text pixels, edge pixels, monochrome 
pixels, and color pixel s when associating the image-information bits with a pixel . 

13. (currently amended) The images-rendering system of claim 1 l a wherein i n which 
each pixel has an associated data set that h as a most significant bit and a least significant bi t, and 

wherein t he image— informatio n bits arebehatg further associated with tfa o oouplod 
to a side of the pixel data s e t having a most significant bi t of a data set associated with a pixel . 

14. (currently amended) The image-rendering system of claim 1 1 A wherei ni n which 
each pixel has an associated data set that h as a most significant bit and a least significant bit , and 

wherein t he image-information bits arebeing further associated with th o couplcd 
to a aide of th e pixel-datarseMmving-a least significant bi t of a data set associated with a pixel , 

1 5. (currently amended) The imag^endering system of claim 11 A xy Ti ^-^ n in which 
the image ren derin g system is part o f source image comes from a compute r, the computer 
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- including - a print driver having a data storage means, software moons, and a print processing - - 
means therein. 

16. (currently amended) The image^rendering system of claim 11. wherein the 
image rendering system is part oj ^ ing^i sposed-m a printer, 

1 7. (currently amended) The images-rendering system of claim 1 1 A wherein the 
image rendering system is part o fb oing disposed in a printer controller. 

18. (canceled) 

19. (canceled) 

20* (currently amended) The images-rendering system of claim 1 l a whereinin which 
the image-informatio n bits oomprisecomprises eight bit s, at least one of the eight bits "being 
associat e d with each pixel data set in the data storago device . 

Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to enter the following new claims; 

21. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein when the first bit of the image- 
information data bits indicates color processing, the second bit of the image-information data bits 
indicates one of color image halftone processing and text/edge halftone processing. 

22. (new) The method of claim 1 , wherein when the first bit of the image- 
information data bits indicates monochrome processing, the second bit of the image-information 
data bits indicates one of monochrome halftone processing and white. 
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- - - 23. (^ew) -3he method of claim^ 

information bits indicates color processing, the second bit of the image-information bits indicates 
one of color image halftone processing and text/edge halftone processing. 

24. (new) The method of claim 6, wherein when the first bit of the image* 
information bits indicates monochrome processing, the second bit of the image-information bits 
indicates one of monochrome halftone processing and white, 

25. (new) The image-rendering system of claim 1 1 , wherein when the first bit of the 
image-information bits indicates color processing, the second bit of the image-infonnation bits 
indicates one of color image halftone processing and text/edge halftone processing. 

26- (new) The image-rendering system of claim 1 1 , wherein when the first bit of the 
image-information bits indicates monochrome processing, the second bit of the image- 
information bits indicates one of monochrome halftone processing and white. 
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